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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A compound of general formula I: 




or an N-oxide thereof, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, wherein 

R represents alkyl, hydroxyalkyl, alkoxyalkyl, R^^-alkyl, R^^-CO-alkyl, or phenyl- 

alkyl; 

wherein R a and R b independently of each other represents hydrogen or alkyl; 
R' represents alkoxyalkyl, alkoxyalkenyl [[,]] or alkoxyalkynyl , rilcylcarbonylalkyl, 
alk e nyl, or - alkynyl ; 
m is 0 or 1; 
n is 

X represents N or CH. 

2. (Currently amended) The compound of claim 1, wherein n is 1 and X represents N. 

3. (Currently amended) The compound of claim 1, wherein n is 1 and X represents CH. 

4. (Previously presented) The compound of claim 1, wherein R represents alkyl, 
hydroxyalkyl, or alkoxyalkyl. 

5. (Previously presented) The compound of claim 1, wherein R represents R^^-alkyl, 
R^^-CO-alkyl, or phenyl-alkyl; 

wherein R a and R b independently of each other represents hydrogen, methyl or ethyl. 
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6. (Previously presented) The compound of claim 1, wherein R' represents alkoxyalkyl. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently amended) The compound of claim 1, which is 
2-Methoxyethyl 1 -(3-(4-(ethoxyethyl)-l -piperazinyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5- 

carboxylate (la); 

2-Hydroxyethyl 1 -(3 -(4-ethoxyethyl)- 1 -piperazinyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5 - 
carboxylate (lb); 

n-Butyl l-(3-(4-(ethoxyethyl)-l-piperazinyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5-carboxylate (lc); 
iso-Butyl 1 -(3 -(4-(ethoxyethyl)- 1 -piperazmyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5-carboxylate 

(id); 

2-Methoxyethyl l-(3-(4-(memoxyemyl)-l-piperazmyl)-phenyl)-benzuriida2ole-5- 
carboxylate (le); 

2-Hydroxyethyl l<3-(4-(memoxyemyl)-l-piperazmyl)-phenyl)-benzirnidazole-5- 
carboxylate (If); 

H-Butyl 1 -(3 -(4-(methoxyethyl)- 1 -piperazkyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5 -carboxylate 

(ig); 

iso-hutyl l-(3-(4-(memoxyemyl)-l-piperazmyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5-carboxylate(lh); 

5-(methoxycarbonylmethyl) 1 -(3-(4-(methoxyethyl)- 1 -piperazinyl)-phenyi)- 
benzimidazole (li); 

5-(2-hydroxyethoxycarbonylmethyl) 1 -(3 -(4-(methoxyethyl)- 1 -piperazinyl)-phenyl)- 
benzimidazole (lj); 

2 M e thoxy e thyl l - (3 - ( 4 (proporgyl) 1 piporazinyI) - ph e nyl) b e nzimidazol e- 5 carboxylate 

\ au J> 

2 - Methoxy e thyl l - (3 - ( 4- (2 oxo propyl) 1 piporazinyl) - ph e nyl) b e nzimidazolo 5 
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2-Methoxyethyl 1 -(3 -(1 -methoxyetJiyl^-piperidinyl)-phenyl)-benzunidazole-5- 
carboxylate (8d); 

2 Hydroxyothyl 1 (3 (1 (propargyl) 1 pip e iramyl) - ph e nyl) - b e nzimidazol e- 5 - carboxylate 

Benzyl l-(3-(4<ethoxyethyl)4-piperazinyl)-phenyl)-benzimida2ole-5-carboxylate (10a); 
Methylcarbamoylmethyl l-(3-(4-(etiioxyethyl)-l-piperazinyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5- 
carboxylate (10b); 

Ethylcarbamoylmethyl 1 -(3-(4-(ethoxyethyl)- 1 -piperazmyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5- 
carboxylate (10c); 

2-Dimethylaminoethyl 1 -(3 -(4-(ethoxyethyl)- 1 -piperazinyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5 - 
carboxylate (lOd); 

Benzyl 1 -(3-(4-(mefhoxyethyl)- 1 -piperazinyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5-carboxyIate 

(10e); 

Methylcarbamoylmethyl l-(3-(4-(methoxyethyl)-l-piperazmyl)-phenyl)-ben2imidazole- 
5-carboxylate (lOf); 

Ethylcarbamoylmethyl 1 -(3-(4-(methoxyethyl)- 1 -piperazinyl)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5- 
carboxylate (lOg); 

2-Dimemylaminoethyl 1 -(3 -(4-(methoxyethyl)- 1 -piperazinyI)-phenyl)-benzimidazole-5 - 
carboxylate (lOh); 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 

9. (Previously presented) A pharmaceutical composition containing a therapeutically 
effective amount of a compound according to claim 1, or an N-oxide thereof, or a 
pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, together with at least one pharmaceutically acceptable 
carrier, excipient or diluent. 

10. (Currently amended) A method for treatment , pr e vention or alleviation of a^ dis e a se or 
a disord e r or a condition f ever cramps or status epilepticus or for inducing anaesthesia, pre- 
anaesthesia. muscle relaxation, or sedation of a living animal body, including a human,_-^whi6h 
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disord e r, dis e as e or condition is r e sponsiv e to modulation of th e GABA r e c e ptor compl e x , which 
method comprises the step of administering to such a living animal body in need thereof a 
therapeutically effective amount of a compound according to any claim 1, or an N-oxide thereof, 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 

11. (Canceled) 
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